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Cohanim Architecture are a RIBA Chartered Practice based in Buckinghamshire and London and support 2
wide range of clients across the United Kingdom. We invited Joshua Harrison to tell us a bit more.

ohanim Architscturs ars 3 chartarad practics with big zspirztions
C who ars devotad fo exacuting their client’s projscts to the highsst
standards. Having startad trading 28 3 limitad company in 2015,
tha parsavarancs and commitmant of thar staff to sach client
and project has paid off and the company has sxpariencad subsiantal growth
in 2017. Joshua = tha practics dirsctor, hars ha talks us through the practics’s
athos and how this influancas s work.

“Tha potantizl within ths fisld of architacturs is ramarkabls, parhaps cirsctly
affacting mors psopls svary day than any othar profassion. Architacturs
influsnces paople and those who intaract with i on multipls lswsls. In your
town or city, it will affact hundrads of thousands of psopls, svary waek.
Architscturs can inspirs lsarning, encourags & positive work sthic and improvs
your productivity. Architsctura can evoks wondsr in psopls's minds as they
look up toward ths skias, drsaming about their goals, or what siis bahind
shimmaring glass walls. An uninspiring naighbourhood will do littls to halp
ratain talant, and will fail to zat off tha ‘spark’ that graat architacturs makse
pessible. Architscturs zlso marks civilization and graatsr prograss; whather
it's the Edfs! Towsr, the ‘Shard’, a Victorian tarracs, or ths Hoover Dzm - thass
craztions ars marksars of our own prograss within the world. Tharafors, ws
razliza that wa can influsncs both ths sociolegica! and peychological o causs
pragmatic changss in socisty through architacturs.”

“Architecturzl design = incradibly importantto us —and 2s 3 practica tis in
our sthos to work on projects that ars not solsly profit-driven but onass which
actwsly aim to angags the client and theraby craats an intarast in building
something both beautiful and functionzl. Often thess slements go hand in
gove - good architscturs craztas valus. Wa found that thoss clisnts who valus
ths architsctural procses mors, zlzo bansfit mors. This dynamic i hazlthy

for both partise. It spawns naw ideas, creztivity and increassd sfficiancy. Ths
dialogue emanating from the first chat with our chants informs our design.
This then a'owsd us o expand ths brisf and ganarally craats battsr rasulis
than anyons initially snvisionad.”

Currantly, tha firm ig undartaking 2n ambitious 2-acrs mastsrplan 2nd design
schamsa in Chasham, which Cohanim Architacturs ars running as lsad
architscts. Tha darsict formar allotmeant land = bordsrad onons sids by 2
London Underground railway and commercial sstats, with common land on
two othar sides, and both marshliand and rasidantial housing on tha fourth.
Tna plot iz naturally bordarad oy 2 s3nss of graat soaring willow trass, sach
over 25mt high. This contaxt means that the plot is 2 fitting place to sstablish
2 local development, as Joshuz emphasises.

“A thoughtful plan for our latast projact shows a new naighbourhood of around
50 high quality homsas designad te sit within natural berdars, providing much
nsadad housing for the uppsr, middle and antry sactions of ths proparty
markst.

“Constraints such 2s flood ris« asssssmants, noss and wvibration factors and
natural trses blocking sunlight ars 2!l baing navigatsd, whilst simultansously
factering this, and mors, against obvious economic concarns when building
at this scals. Craating 2 high-quality neighbourhood which snsurss that

tha rasidsnts faal proud of thar proparty, halps to furthar intsgrats the
neighbourhood into tha town. It also creatss a destination for locals too,
through the devalopment of new public spacss.

“Most of tha carslict land = classifiad as Grasn Balt hara. Oftan, thars = good
razzon for this, Hars, howavar, ths Grean Balt classfication doss notsans

or achigws any of its five primary purposss, nor has the sits providad public
amaniy in many ysars, nstsad ramaining a5 uninhabitable hazardous lanc.
For thess razsons among others, this exciting cpportunity = 2 great sxamples
of how to racycle darslict land, improve local towng and neighbourhoods and
hslp psop's gst on the housing laddsr”

Orawing on its vast experisncs in acclesiastical architacturs, moving
forward Cohanim Architecturs has ancthar exciting projact currantly under
construction, as Joshua concludes.
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“An incredible ecclesiastical project which ws ars currantly running is that of
ths naw extansion to the 13th and 18th Cantury Grads | 'stsd St Lawrancs
church in West Wycombe, Buckinghamshirs. Tha church, rancvatsd and
axiandad by the ancastor of Sir Edward Dashwood, Pramisr Baronst of Graat
Britain, and hie architsct in 1763, is toppad by a great gilded ball which

saats ten insids. Popular mythology surrounds its history and makss for
fantastic, f not accantric, raading. Intsrnally, the 1763 rabuilding shows 2
nave surrounded by a continuous row of angagad Corinthian capped columns
that mimic porphyry stone, with axquisits rococo plastarwork, zll banazth 2
fine Borgnis frasco. The church forms an imposing and dramatically beautful
crown to West Wycombe Hill.

In 2016, wa won planning parmizsion for the schems on ths first attsmpt and
a subsaquent Faculty permission followsd, along with parmissions from 12
further organisations. The project is now on-sits and prograssing well.”
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